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children (infants & tod-

dlers) but older siblings 

are welcome to tag 

along.  

10 and 10:45  

Wednesdays, Jan. 13-

March 10 

Busy Hands and 

Feet 

Children 6 and younger 

will enjoy a super high 

energy half hour of sto-

ries, music, movement 

and sign language. 

10:30 Thursdays, Jan. 

21, Feb. 4 & 18, March 

4 & 18 

 

Emergent Reader 

Story Times   

1/2 hour of fun for 4 & 

5 year olds that  

includes lively stories, 

silly songs, finger 

plays, crafts and lots of 

smiles!   

10:00  Tuesdays, Jan. 

12 - March 9 

Infant - Toddler 

Story Times 

30 minute sessions 

with stories, songs, fin-

ger plays, storyboards 

& LOTS OF FUN! The 

emphasis is on smaller 

Stories in Spanish 

A family time for sto-

ries, crafts, singing and  

more - all in Spanish! 

1/2 hour program. 

3:30 Fridays, Jan. 

15—March 5 and 

March 11 

Winter Story Time Schedule 

Phone: 503.435.5555 
Children’s Room 
503.435.5559 
Fax: 503.435.5560 
E-mail: 
andersd@ci.mcminnville.or

Read-Learn-Grow-Inquire 

We’re on the Web 

www.maclibrary.org 

Cozying up near a fire in 
the hearth with your 

child, a cup of cocoa and 
a great book can’t be 

beat. 

 
The staff at the McMinnville Public Library’s Children’s Ser-
vices will be more than happy to assist you with ideas and 

information about early literacy or to  

recommend age appropriate titles for your children.   

Please contact us at the library, in person, at our new blog, 

www.growingreaders2.blogspot.com and  

at our website, www.maclibary.org.   

If you want to email us, please send your emails to  

Diana Anderson, Children’s Librarian 

andersd@ci.mcminnville.or.us 

 

Growing Readers  
 

Early Literacy Newsletter from 
McMinnville Public Library 

Toddling towards Toddling towards Toddling towards Toddling towards 
reading!reading!reading!reading!    

Toddlers love being active 
and having the chance to 
practice their growing lan-
guage skills. You can use 
these traits to advance 
your toddler's early literacy 
skills.  Asking them ques-
tions and having them ex-
pand on the stories you 
read to them involves tod-
dlers in the reading experi-
ence. Toddlers who talk 
about the illustrations, 
characters, setting, actions 
and other aspects of books 
step up the development of 
their reading skills.   This 
activity is called Dialogic 
Reading and helps young 
pre-readers connect with 
the narrative and words of 
a story.  This interactive 
skill involves the caregiver 

and child by having a con-
versation about the book.  
Asking and answering ques-
tions about what is happen-
ing in the story is truly fun.  
The conversation enables 
the child to learn more 
about the content but also 
increases the child’s skill in 

reading comprehension. 

“Make sure your toddler 
understands that all stories 
have a beginning, middle 
and end. Ask him to look at 
a book's cover and make 
predictions about what 
might end. Be sure to dis-
cuss new vocabulary words 
to further his reading com-
prehension. By talking with 
your toddler about events 
and experiences that have 
happened, and asking him 
to retell them to you, he 
further develops narrative 

abilities and comprehension, 
which will contribute to 

reading success. “ 

From the website 

http://www.growupreading.org/ 

    
6 Early Literacy 

Skills 
Print Motivation 
Vocabulary 

Print Awareness 
Narrative Skills 

Phonological Aware-
ness 

Letter Knowledge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Me and You  

by Janet Holmes and  

Judith Rossell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Big, Bigger, Biggest  

by Nancy Coffelt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Garden of Opposites 

by Nancy Davis 

New Books for Preschoolers   

Every Child Ready to Read @ your Library 

Children are 

made readers 

on the laps of 

their parents. 
Emilie Buchwald 
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What is Early 
Literacy?  

Early Literacy is 
what a child 
knows about read-
ing and writing 
before they can 
actually read or 
write. 
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Letter Knowledge is knowing that letters are 
different from each other and have different 
names and sounds. Researchers find that 
this skill helps children to understand that 
words are made up of smaller parts and to 

know the names of those parts. 

You help by: 

Encouraging your child to use his senses to 

become familiar with shapes and letters. 

ACTIVITIES BY AGE 

BABIES 

Babies love looking at faces. They focus on 
faces longer than on any other image! Find 
pictures of the family. Glue them to construc-
tion paper or cardboard. Cover them with 
contact paper. Attach them to the side of the 
crib or put them on the wall where Baby can 
see them. Talk about each person as you 

point to them. 

 

TODDLERS 

Cut out some large shapes and letters from 
sandpaper, felt, furry material, or from any-

thing with different textures. Let your child 

feel the letters with his hands, with his feet. 

 

TWO- AND THREE-YEAR OLDS 

Get some magnet letters to put on the re-
frigerator. As your child handles them, talk 
about the letter, what it looks like, the name 

of the letter, and its sound. 

 

FOUR- AND FIVE-YEAR-OLDS 

Use some clay or playdough to let your 
child make a letter. Let her choose the 
letter she would like to make. If she is not 
sure how, take a piece of dough and let her 
imitate you. To spell her name, use upper-
case for the first letter and lower case for 

the rest of the letters in her name. 

 

 

 
Curious? Read! Reading Program is copy-
righted by the American Library Associa-
tion 

Winter is The Warmest 
Season by  

Lauren Stringer. 

 

A young child shares how 
winter is the warmest sea-

son. 

 

 

Winter Babies Wear  
Layers by Michelle Sin-
clair Colman 

 

The book describes what 
babies do in the winter 
along with colorful illustra-

tions.  

 

Danny's First Snow by 
Leonid Gore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When he ventures outside to 
experience his first snowfall, a 
young rabbit discovers that 

his world has greatly changed.  

 

Stories bring families 
together and the winter 
season offers many cold, 
blustery days perfect for 
reading to your young 
child.  Try out some the 
suggested titles or ask 
any of the librarians for 

more winter titles. 

 

  
Tips on Pre-Reading Skills 

The warmth of 
a story. 

In every issue of our newsletter, 

Growing Readers,  we provide spe-

cial tips about one or more of the 

important Early Literacy skills that 

will give your child the building 

blocks to be a successful reader 

once they enter school.  Excerpts are 

from the Curious? Read! Program. 
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Websites Information 

about brain development, 

early literacy and recom-

mended book titles for 

those children 0-5 years 

old are plentiful.  In this 

section, we will give you 

suggestions on topics fo-

cused on dealing with 

literacy. 

 
Colorado Libraries for 
Early Literacy 

http://www.clel.org/ 

“Colorado Libraries for 
Early Literacy is passion-
ately committed to 

strengthening children's liter-
acy through library services 
and community advocacy “  A 
good site for librarians and 

caregivers. 

Reach Out and Read 

http://www.reachoutandread.
org/downloads/RORmileston

es_English.pdf 

An evidence-based early 
literacy initiative  that 
helps doctors and nurses 
prepare young children to 
succeed at school.  PDF 
shows milestones for early 

literacy achievement. 

 

 
 

   

~A book is like a garden        

carried in the pocket.~ 

        Chinese proverb 

Big Messy Art Book by 
MaryAnn F. Kohl  J 

745.5 Kohl 

 

 

Check out this website for 
winter activities for young 

children. 

We have numerous books 
that have art and craft 
ideas for young children.  
Check in the children’s 
nonfiction section under 

the Dewey number 745.5. 

 

First Art: Art Experiences 
for Toddlers and Twos by 

MaryAnn Kohl  

J 745.5 Kohl 

 

Web Resources  

Art Activities 

Latin Playground  

by Putumayo 

I Want a Hippopotamus 
for Christmas! By  

Countdown Kids.

Little Einsteins : musical 

missions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young children love 
music and it is 
beneficial for 
developing young 
minds. 

 New Music CDs in the Children’s Room 

 

Creativity is a bridge 
to learning. 


